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which William hoped to strengthen his
resistance to IPrench encroachments. Danby,
Sunderland, Sir William Temple and other
notabilities figure in the intrigues in which
the marriage negotiations were involved,
and, interwoven with the main thread of the
story is the plot by Cornelius de Witt to
avenge his father's death by assassinating
the Stadtholder. Throughout the whole
narrative the author keeps the reader vividly
conscious of the great historical forces
which act and react on the personages in
her story.

PURPLE LOVE                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   Morice Gerard

The story tells how William of Orange came
to England to see Mary of York; how
Sophia Heinsius, who was devoted to
William, showed a greater love for her
country; how William*s first appearance
at the English court caused disappointment;
how Louis XIV and his minister Barillon
opposed tie match; and finally how William
triumphed. The picture of William is well
conceived. There are other love threads
intermingling in this story, which is in the
author's usual romantic vein.
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PEVERIL OF THE PEAK                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             Scott

In this story the Cavaliers are in the ascend-
ant, and the erstwhile fugitive Charles,
already described in Woodstock, is leading
a gay life of luxury and frivolity at court.
The characteristics of the two rival parties,
Roundheads and Cavaliers, are represented
by two imaginary personages, Major
Bridgnorth and Sir Geoffrey Peveril, neither
of whom gives a very favourable im-
pression, and one of whom, Sir Geoffrey
Peveril, is decidedly inferior in character
to his prototype in Woodstock, Sir Henry
Lee. Much of the book concerns itself with
a description of the profligate but good-*
humoured monarch surrounded by licentious
subordinates, chief of whom is his favourite,
Buckingham. The Peak of Derbyshire and
London are the scenes of the different inci-
dents and the introduction of Edward